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DISCOVERIES PART 2

Dent Picture 

A picture of the Clock Tower came to light. This 
was an advertising piece that once held a small 
clock movement in the position of the dial. 
Overall the dimensions are 25” x 20” (631⁄2 x 51 
cm) with a picture size of 19” x 16” (48 x  401⁄2  
cm). The words ‘Dent’, ‘Chronometer’ and part 
of ‘Admiralty’ can be made out. There is also an 
address, 108, Cheapside London. Mercer does 
not record a Cheapside address for E Dent & 
Co. in his book.

The photo is attached to very heavy duty 
card and an aperture cut for the clock dial. 
Behind, a stain indicates were a movement was 
probably attached. One might have thought that 
a watch movement was employed but the stain 

this had been removed taking with it much of 
the card and some of the legend.

The company referred to was Kendall & 
Dent. They were high quality watchmakers, 
jewellers and silversmiths and had no relationship 
to Dent of Big Ben fame. However, they were 
fairly clever and often had pictures of the Clock 
Tower in advertising material. They were very 
accurate in saying the clock was made by F. Dent 
and even gave correct information, but left it to 
the reader to believe that the Great Clock maker 
was in fact the Dent of Kendall & Dent. 

Acknowledgments: Rory McEvoy of the 
National Maritime Museum who pointed out 
to me the card was by Kendall & Dent, and 
Dr Mark Collins of the Parliamentary Archives 
who dated the photograph.

is about 14” (351⁄2 cm) long. The Dent advert 
card photo was dated from between ca.1885 
and 1898 by the Palace of Westminster archivist 
from the details of the buildings.

It looks as though this had been framed at 
one time, perhaps with a card mount, and then 
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Moonlight Picture

Moonlight pictures of the Clock Tower turn 
up from time to time in auction rooms, they 

are invariably the same. The picture is a print 
approximately 14” x 19” (351⁄2 x 48 cm), 
probably a lithograph, and this is attached to 
thick card with a counter paper on the reverse.  
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The clouds round the moon are sometimes 
different, an indication that they were added 
by hand. Mother of pearl is let into the card 
and when viewed from the right place with 
the light at the correct angle, the picture looks 
a very realistic moonlight scene. Windows 
had been treated with gold or metal foil and 
lacquered over to give a pleasing warm effect 
of lighted rooms. A hole in the dial allows the 
fitting of a clock. This picture had a simple 
single train pin pallet movement; sometimes 
a two train movement can be seen that has a 
musical box mechanism and presumably plays 
the Westminster quarters.

The frame has real metal corner pieces, and 
top and bottom decorations. What looks like a 
metal surround is in fact gesso that has either 

been painted with metallic paint or perhaps 
metal powder incorporated into the moulding.  
The main framing is a dark green colour.

This picture dates from around 1900 and it 
is believed to be continental in origin; the sort 
of thing that a middle class household might 
have in their parlour to demonstrate their 
patriotism. One picture in an auction room 
had a paper label on the back displaying ‘T J 
Veale Watch and Clock Maker, Jeweller, Optican 
&Co, 28 Onslow Road, Southampton’; it was 
dated 12.9.07, also stamped 1592. Research to 
identify other moonlight paintings in the same 
genre has so far not revealed anything.

Acknowledgement: James Stratton of 
Bonhams for comments on the probable 
continental origin.

tolling for the Monarch

The Illustrated London News of 28 May 1910 
showed a full page illustration of the bell Big 
Ben. The caption explained that the bell was 
tolled when the body of King Edward VII was 
taken from Buckingham Palace to Westminster 

Hall and again at his funeral. Dent provided a 
special mechanism and a leather pad was placed 
between the hammer head and the bell to give 
a muffled note. Each blow of the hammer 
smashed the leather, so a long strip was provided 
and moved for each blow. The picture shows a 
man seated on a beam of the wooden platform 
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and feeding the leather strip under the hammer. 
The bell is 7½ feet (228 cm) high, which makes 
the man 4 feet (120 cm) high or less - clearly 
an artist’s interpretation.

The mechanism referred to as being made 
by Dent would have been a means to allow the 
clock to strike a single blow. This is not that 
easy since the striking train is unusual for turret 
clocks, it does not have a wheel that turns once 
per blow struck. Most probably the locking lever 
was replaced with a temporary one that could 

be held up by hand to allow the striking train 
to run for any time, the instant of locking being 
chosen by judgement.

Twenty-six years later, Big Ben was tolled 
again on the occasion of the funeral of 
King George V. The Illustrated London News 
shows the bells and clock at Westminster but 
the text has no useful information. The picture 
shows a man standing near to the striking train, 
perhaps he is releasing the clock manually to 
operate the tolling.


